E у 
bm 7? ያን ТЛ 


THE INVINCIBLE SFR ON MAN. 


WOW STALKS THE 


RES 


ж-е 


E 
LAUNCHING PAD -- ONLY 
ONE OF ITS KINDE 


ZW SCENE! A SLEEK 
SUVER BULLET, BLASTING 
776 FLASHING FIRE TO THE 
MEAVENS --AND WITH 
17, THE ACCUMULATED d 
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STAN LEE PRESENTS: 
MEE АЕ. WRITER 
GEORGE TUSKA, ARTIST 
VINCE COLLETTA, INKER 
JOHN COSTANZA , LETTERER 
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ISN'T TOO 
HARD TO TELL 
WHAT SYDE 

ТО JON-- 


--МОТ WHEN 
CROOKS ARE 
THREATENING 
INNOCENT, 
BYSTANDERS; 
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Dear Team, 

Old Shellhead's been taking a lot of flak lately from 
his omnipotent fans. It got to the point where a few 
heretics were even dreaming up schemes to phase-out 
the Golden Avenger. And reading the past few issues, 
l even began to wonder whythere is an Iron Man. Forgive 
me, Tony, it was premature. 

I just put down IM #47 for about the third or fourth 
time. It's gotta be the best turning-point mag in recent 
years. Barry Smith's artwork is some of the best in Iron 
Man's history. And Jim Mooney doesn't hurt it any as 
inker supreme. But the real joy came in reading a Roy 
Thomas script. It's about time you figured out there was 
only one man who can write for our favorite tin-man. 

So all you skeptics take heed! The (like the title says) 
Invincible Iron Man is back — and here to stay! 

P.S. Enlighten me, Great Ones, did | miss something 
or is Iron Man always brown and yellow when he fights 
on Mt. Olympus (AVENGERS #100)? 

Gene Pensiero, 3648 Hemlock Dr. 
San Bernardino, California 


Gene, we looked and looked through AVENGERS #100 
and we can't find a single shot of Iron Man colored 
brown and yellow while on Olympus! Maybe your 
were playing tricks on you that evening — or mayhap 
you wandered into one of the Enchantress' stray spells 
...but in any case, we guess your query is a rather 
moot one. 

But HEY, this is Shellhead's leitercol — let's get back 
to some serious controversy. ... 


Dear Stan and Barry, 

It's me again, to try to claim а NO-PRIZE. In issue #47 
in certain panels Iron Man's antenna, on the old suit, 
was missing. 

The first one was on page 9. The second was on page 
13, last panel. The third one was on page 15, the sixth 
panel. The fourth one was on page 16, panel 3. The 
fifth and last one was on page 17, fifth panel. 

If you will, | would like a large blue NO-PRIZE. 

R.F.O. Q.N.S. K.O.F. James Milton 
2901 Iroquois Avenue 
Flint, Michigan 48505 


It's yours, Jim — already specially packaged, mp 
sealed and delivered to your doorstep, as only Marvel 
can do it! 

(This is serious?) 


Dear Stan and Roy, 

You've made me, and I'm sure many others, very 
happy this month with the new issue of Iron Man (47). 
You, Stan, have reaffirmed my faith in you as an editor 
who thinks about what he does, rather than merely 
letting things pass by. You, Roy, have shown that Iron 
Man is not necessarily dead, as he has seemed to be in 
the past several months. Tony has been down lately, 
and perhaps justifiably so. But now, hopefully, that is 
over and done with. In his summing up of his existence, 
in his asking the question "ћу must there be an Iron 
Man?", he has finished his self-justification. After all 
this time, he once again knows who he is, where he is 
going, and why. This is a welcome change. 

It has seemed ever since I.M. was awarded his own 


R Е 0 (Real Frantic One)—A buyer of at least 3 Marvel 

"0.47. mags a month. 

T T B (Titanic True Believer) — A divinely-inspired 
"9-03. — 'No-Prize' winner. 


(Quite "Nuff Sayer) — A fortunate frantic one 
who's had a letter printed 


Q.N.S. 


е 


KNOW YE THESE, THE HALLOWED RANKS OF MARVELDOM: 


book that he was destined to a fate of second rate art 
and plot. There is no reason for this. In fact, although, 
as is the case with any so-called ‘superhero,’ a mind's 
lapse from reality is needed, I.M. is probably one of the 
most feasible of those currently around: after all, rocket 
belts exist — laser beams exist — but radioactive spiders? 
It seems that if this is one of the more believable of 
strips, it should be one of the better done ones also. As 
of #47, it has this potential once more. Good luck. 


P.S. I've been hoping Firebrand would return. Can't wait 


till next month. Gary S. Mann 

873 Central Avenue 

Dunkirk, N.Y. 14048 

Stan and Roy (not to mention artist Barry Smith) are 

quite grateful for your applause, Gary. We hope your 

approval has extended to Mike Friedrich and George 

Tuska, the current story-weavers for our Golden Avenger. 

eee 

NOTE TO OUR READERS: The following missive 

scorched its way into our hands this month. We're print- 

ing it without comment, but its author, Marvelite Jesse 

Clough, raises some strong-worded opinions of consider- 

able controversy. We want YOU, the rest of our reader- 
ship,to tell us what you feel, okay? 


Dear Stan, 

Well, you've done it. You've changed IRON MAN from a 
once mighty hero (back in the good ole days when he 
appeared in TALES OF, SUSPENSE), to a weakling who 
grovels at the baddies feet! Now here is a typical Iron 
Man scene of today: After making a haif-hearted attempt 
at using his repulsor rays, and finding them jammed, 
(who knows why), he then makes a lunge at the baddie, 
who simply steps aside. Then he (Iron Man) finds that 
there is no power left in his suit. (This is a rare occur- 
rence, it only happens every third panel.) But it so ከቋዑ- 
pens that the baddie has run out of power,too. (How 
convenient.) Then our hero somehow manages to sneak 
up when the baddie isn't looking and in a last desperate 
attempt knocks the villain out. 

I thought we always read comics to read about the 
exploits of mighty heroes who could perform feats of 
skill and daring that other mortals couldn't. Why,there 
are little old ladies in Pasadena who own cats that are 
stronger than Iron Man. 

It is pitiful seeing this once mighty hero so incapaci- 
mac | doubt very much if he could defeat Millie the 

оде!. 

What ever happened to all the weaponry ће used to 
use? All he ever uses now are repulsor rays. And even 
those with very little success! 

Here you have a character who could be the greatest 
in your line if he lived up to his potential. In fact, he 
once was the greatest hero in your line, but about the 
time he got his own mag, things began to go from bad 
to worse and finally to absolutely ridiculous. Iron Man 
was changed from a mighty super hero and one of your 
best characters, into something that | am not much 
longer going to shell out 204 a month for; that's if things 
do not shape up! 

Jeses Clough 
Carrollton, Ili. 62016 


BIG THINGS ARE COMING 
FROM MARVEL! WATCH 
FOR 'EM-- WUFF SAID! 


K 0 Е (Keeper Of the Flame) — One who recruits а 

«МАҒ» newcomer to Marvel's rollickin' ranks. 

P M M (Permanent Marvelite Maximus) —Anyone pos- 
УИ. sessing all four of the other titles 

Е Е Е (Fearless Front-Facer) — Ап honorary title be: 
EE stowed for devotion to Marvel above and beyond 


the cali of duty. 


